
Hymn writer Huub Oosterhuis’ question “What is this place?” is a daily inquiry for me. Perhaps it is 
for you too. My pastoral calling is to explore, ponder, and live into a vision of what the church can 
be and become. It is both exciting and challenging. It entails affirmation as well as frustration. What 
gets me up in the morning and keeps me coming back for more is Oosterhuis’ vision of church that 

is articulated in the hymn, “What is this place.” Listen to the words of the first verse. 
 

What is this place where we are meeting? 
Only a house, the earth its floor, 
Walls and a roof sheltering people, 
Windows for light, an open door. 
Yet it becomes a body that lives 
When we are gathered here, 
And know our God is near. 

(Hymnal A Worship Book, #1) 
 

To see the entire hymn text, I invite you to turn to page #1 in our hymnal. It’s a beautiful and inspir-
ing hymn. I believe that during the past month our conversations about moving to one service and 
envisioning what worship together can be is an embodiment of this hymn’s vision for our church. I 
want to express my appreciation to the Leadership Team for their willingness to ask the question 
“what is this place” and for the courage of appointing a task group to engage the congregation in a 
conversation around the topic of everyone worshipping together. I am especially grateful to all in 
the congregation who participated in the process through either attending one of the conversation 
sessions, submitting letters or emails, and/or speaking directly with a task group member. I com-
mend the openness, willingness and desire to engage the questions “what is this place” and “what 
might worship look like in the future.” I confess that it is never easy to step toward something new 
especially when that means letting go. As I contemplate the possibility of worshipping together, I 
find myself dreaming about the potential of greater creativity, health, wholeness and vibrancy. I am 

drawn to the words of Simon Bailey who writes... 
 

I’m dreaming about 
a church of sensitivity and openness 
a church of healing and welcome. 
 

I’m dreaming about 
a community of friends that celebrates differences and diversity and variety, 
a community that is forgiving, cherishing, wide open. 
 

I dream of 
women and men who minister life and laughter and love; 
of men and women who minister healing and harmony and hope; 
of women and men who minister to each other and minister to the 
crying needs of a world that hurts. 
 

I dream against the rough climb still to come, 
against expectation 
against pessimism and despair; 
 

I dream, I dream of the clear panorama of the vision of light 
right at the top of the mountain. 

(Simon Bailey quoted in Resources for Preaching and Worship, Year B) 
 

May the hope of this dream guide and inspire our steps as we consider worshipping together. 
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XYZ Planning Committee Hard at Work 

RSVP your attendance to the 

church office by noon Friday, 

March 13.  

 

And don’t forget our volunteer service 

opportunity at SERRV on Tuesday, 

March 24. Join others at 8:30am in the 

lower level of the SERRV building in 

New Windsor. Please RSVP your at-

tendance to the church office by noon 

Friday, March 20, so you will get a 

free delicious hot meal. Generally 

we’re finished our day by 3:30pm. 

 

On Tuesday, March 17, the XYZ 

group is going to the movies, but 

we’re doing it in the fellowship hall. 

Plan to join us at 12:30pm and  

provide YOUR OWN bag lunch. After 

our fellowship meal, we’ll watch the 

1940s movie “My Favorite Wife,” 

staring Cary Grant, Irene Dunne and 

Randolph Scott. The plot of this 90 

minute “screwball comedy:” missing 

for seven years and presumed dead, 

a woman returns home on the day of 

her husband's second marriage. 

Dessert will be provided during the 

movie.   

Leadership Team (The Future is Bright)  

No eye has seen,  
 
no ear has heard,  
 
no mind has conceived 
 
what God has prepared for those who love him. 
 
I Corinthians 2:9 
 
No one knows the future.  Oh, some economists are better than others at predicting tomorrow’s economic conditions; 
some technology experts are better at predicting what tools we will be using in the days to come; some sociologists are 
better at predicting societal changes and shifts that are ahead.  But no one knows the future. 
 
Except God.  He knows the plans He has for you and me, some of which are greater and more exciting than we can imag-
ine. 
 
We should plan appropriately for the future.  But we aren’t to think about the future with fear and anxiety. 
 
What lies ahead?  With an open heart, we can expect great works and great moments that God has planned specially, just 
for us!  From Inspired Faith 365 Days a Year 
 
                        ~Marilyn Ebaugh 
                   Leadership Chair 

 
  

Program ideas are always welcomed, 

so if you have a suggestion, please 

see one of the committee members: 

Bill Achor, Barbara Groff, Lydia Ibex, 

Chuck Izard, Dorothy LeFevre, Dorothy 

Saville, or Mark Woodworth. 

~Cinda Showalter 

 XYZ Committee Chair 
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March Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

You’re no longer thin, 
Your hair is more grey than 
not, 
You’re more forgetful than 

Book Club News 

Don't forget that the WCOB book club will meet at Linda Ibex's house at 7:00p.m. on March 12th.  We will be 
discussing the book "Nothing to Do but Stay" by Carrie Young.  We hope to see you there! If you want to 
read ahead our book for May 21 will be "The Other Typist" by Suzanne Rindell. Barb Darsh will be our host-
ess. Come and join us for a night of conversation and fellowship.                      ~ Thank you, Mary Honeman 
 

The 2015 Mid-Atlantic District Church of the Brethren Disaster Response Auction is quickly approach-
ing.  The auction will be held on May 2 at 9:00am at the Carroll County Ag Center in Westminster.  
What are some ways you can help to make the auction a success: 
 

 Prayer 
 Make quilts, comforters, and wall hangings or other handcrafts to sell 
 Donate items like woodwork, paintings, artwork, furniture, and collectibles. 
 Contribute a gift certificate from your business for the auction 
 Donate food, baked goods, flowers and vegetable plants, trees and shrubs. 
 Volunteer 
 
If you have regular (not high value) items to donate, inform your church’s Disaster Coordinator or call John at  
410-635-6342. 
 

Witness 

With your love I feel strong, 
With your love I can face  
   each day with courage, 

With your love  
   I am never alone, 

With your love  
   I see the beauty in life, 

With your love  
   I feel complete and whole, 
With your love I know there is 

nothing else I need in life.  
                     ~Jessica McDowell 

Spring is a miraculous experience. The whole world comes alive after the winter in which it seemed that everything was 
dead. The world comes filled with color and the scent of delicious greenery. The world 
that seemed so dull and cold has come alive once again. Little did we know that be-
neath the cold hard ground the plants and trees were preparing for rebirth. Spring gives 
us hope for rejuvenation in our own lives as well. Spring is a time to renew the excite-

ment and zest for life that lives inside.                                           ~Unknown 
 

Spring 
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Fellowship/Hospitality 

Sunday, March 1 
(First Sunday) 

            11:30am: Carry-In Luncheon 
             Hosts: Property and Finance Ministry Teams  

(Bring a food item to share with others) 
 

Wednesday, March 4 
C.A.N. 

   5:00-6:00pm:  Meal prepared by Pat and Ted Burnett 
   6:00-7:30pm:  Bible Study with Pastor Glenn 
                          will explore the Gospel of Matthew.  
                          We will meet in the Conference Room. 
    

Wednesday, March 11 
C.A.N. 

    5:00-6:00pm:  Meal prepared by Linda Witter & 
                           Norma Jean Swam 
    6:00-7:30pm:  Bible Study with Pastor Glenn 
                           will explore the Gospel of Matthew.  
                           We will meet in the Conference Room. 

 
Sunday, March 15 

            9:30am  Koinonia between morning services 
 

Wednesday, March 18 
C.A.N. 

   5:00-6:00pm:  Meal Prepared by Marilyn Ebaugh & 
                          Sharon Franzén 
   6:00-7:30pm:  Bible Study with Pastor Glenn 
                           will explore the Gospel of Matthew.  
                           We will meet in the Conference Room. 

(Begin bringing your artworks to display in the Fellowship 
Hall.  They will be stored in a room on the second floor until 

displayed in April) 
 

Wednesday, March 25 
C.A.N. (Last C.A.N. until Fall) 

            5:00-6:00pm:  Meal Prepared by Mark Woodworth  
                                   & Jeanne Dussault 
            6:00-7:30pm:  Bible Study with Pastor Glenn 
                           will explore the Gospel of Matthew.  
                           We will meet in the Conference Room. 
 

Please make reservations for CAN the Tuesday before the meal 
 so our cooks know how many will attend. 

 
Don’t forget to sign up for the Youth Brunch on Easter Morning! 

Fundraising Team  

The Fundraising Team recently had two successful events. In December boxwood trees and Christmas arrangements 
were made and sold.  A total of $775 was raised for the church budget from that sale. On February 1, the fifth annual 
Souper Bowl lunch and auction was held.  Good food and fellowship were enjoyed by about 85 attendees. Thanks to all 
who contributed soup, bread, and dessert. Thanks to our auctioneer, Lewis Latané.  Also, thanks to all who helped with 
setup, cleanup, donation of auction items, and services, as well as those who purchased items and services. The Souper 

Bowl netted $2,518 for the church budget. 

Peace Notes (Seven Deadly Social Sins) 

This month’s entry consists of a statement made by Mohandas Ganhdi entitled Seven Deadly Social 
Sins.  I am uncertain where this statement originally appeared, but it can be found on a poster pub-

lished by Sojourners Magazine. 
 
 

Politics without principle 
Wealth without work 

Commerce without morality 
Pleasure without conscience 
Education without character 
Science without humanity 
Worship without sacrifice 

 
The reader is encouraged to think about the meaning and implications of the above statements.                        ~Bill Achor 
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I’ll long remember the hug I received from an individual who received one of the Take Home Christmas Dinner Food Kits 
we prepared for distribution through our Angel Tree effort at the end of 2014. Words cannot fully describe that moment for 
me.  Nine families were served this year, with each family receiving reusable shopping bags (shown above) of groceries 
containing the supplies to prepare a Christmas Dinner of turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy, green beans, corn, fruit, 

bread, dessert and milk. On behalf of those families…thank you for your support of this initiative!!! 

Thoughts from our Community Spirit Coordinator 

Disaster Auction Breakfast 

"Church is NOT a noun.  It's a verb.  It can be friends gathering around a meal, talking about the things that matter most, 
building each other up.  That's a lot bigger than 11:00a.m. on Sunday".  ~Rob Bell, Spiritual Leader 

Don’t forget that breakfast is served at 7:00am the morning of the auction.  Come early and enjoy a hearty meal to start the 

day of right! 
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Announcements 

On March 6, beginning at 4:00pm, senior high youth are invited to attend a Lock-In here at the church.  Activities for the 
evening will include baking cookies with middle schoolers from the Westminster Boys & Girls Club and soup preparations for 
the Soup Sale Fundraiser.  The event will end at 9:00am on Saturday morning. 
 

On March 8, the Youth will be hosting a "Soup Sale" to support expenses related to attending a Senior High Church of the 
Brethren Workcamp this summer.  Jars of vegetable soup will be for sale for $7 each. 
 

A Kid’s Consignment Sale, to benefit the Christian Preschool & Kindergarten Program, will be held on Saturday, March 14 
at the First Presbyterian Church, 65 Washington Road, from 7:00am-1:00pm. For information, call 410-857-4389. 
 

Attention Senior High Youth:  Roundtable 2015 will be held at Bridgewater College on March 20-22.  The weekend will be 
filled with worship, workshops, small groups, vespers, and so much more! Keep your eyes open online for when registration 
opens - and let Adam & Louise know if you plan to attend.  
 

The Senior High Youth are sponsoring a Palm Sunday Cinnamon Roll Sale on March 29.  Containers with a half-dozen 
fresh, homemade cinnamon rolls will be available for pick up for $7.50 each.  Pre-orders (only) will be taken through March 
27 (sign up on the sheet in the library).  These cinnamon rolls will make a great Spring Break Breakfast/Holy Week Treat!  
 

The church is collecting money to support the Mid-Atlantic District Meat Canning Project which will take place on April 6-
9 at the Christian Aid Ministries in Ephrata, PA.  They will be canning approximately 45,000 pounds of chicken in 4 days.  
Please make your check out to Westminster Church of the Brethren and make a note that it is for meat canning.  Our own 
Loves and Fishes ministry uses some of the canned chicken. 
 

On April 8 from 9:00am-2:00pm there will be an Aging and Disabilities Expo at the Shipley Arena at the Carroll County Ag 
Center.  There will be exhibitors, health screenings, demonstrations, speakers/seminars, free shuttle service and lunch will 
be available.  Admission is free. 
 

In preparation for our Celebration of Women in May, everyone is invited to submit photos (with names) in either digital or 
hard-copy format of the women who have shaped your life (alive or deceased).  Please submit photos to the church office 
by April 26. 
 

As a part of our Celebration of Women events in May, we'll be putting together 20 Safe Motherhood Kits for IMA World 
Health.  Needed are the following donations to put these kits together - 20 knitted or crocheted baby hats, 20 flannel blan-
kets (handmade to 30-inches x 30-inches), 20 handmade cotton or flannel tunics (handmade), 20 bars of Ivory soap and 20 
adult washcloths.  During these cold days, it's a perfect time to get crafty and sew, knit or crochet.  Please see Nancy 
McCrickard if you're interested in being involved in these preparations - she has the patterns for each of the handmade 
items.  
 

Mark you calendars:  The 2015 Carroll County CROP Walk will be April 19 at 2:00pm. 
 

On June 13, the Senior High youth Group will be having a Yard Sale Fundraiser to support costs associated with attending 
a Church of the Brethren Workcamp this summer.  As you’re doing your spring cleaning, please be sure to save items that 
can be donated to the Yard Sale.  Yard Sale items can be brought to the Church at any time (we have a room dedicated to 
their storage until the sale) - if you need us to, we’ll even come pick up your donated items.  Your support is greatly appreci-
ated. 
 

Our Food Pantry provides food to those in need in our community.  Particularly needed are 14.5 ounce cans of fruit.  Dur-
ing February and March, help us build a Tower of Hope with these cans in the library. 
 

People are needed to enter the information about our library books into the card catalog software to make it easy for 
folks to locate books they want.  If you can give an hour or so a week to this task, please contact Jeanne Dussault.  She will 
show you how to make the entries.  This is a simple task but one that requires time and many hands to complete.   
 

Shepherd’s Spring is actively seeking young adults (18 and over) to serve as summer camp counselors (June 6-August 
15).  These are paid positions with training.  Please contact the camp if you are interested in learning more about these po-
sitions. 
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It’s never too early to think about spring and summer.  Shepherd’s Spring has two great events coming up: 
 

May 1-3, 2015 is our Bird Watcher’s Retreat.  Chris Eberly, professional ornithologist and Executive  
Director of the Gulf Coast Bird Observatory in Lake Jackson, Texas, and Doug Ruby, Biology professor at 
University of Maryland - Eastern Shore will lead us in exploring the vast number of feathered friends 
passing through and living in the Shepherd’s Spring area.  We would love for you to join us!  Please call 

301-223-8193 to register or visit www.shepherdsspring.org before the April 17, 2015 deadline. 
 

It’s time to recruit your foursome now!  Shepherd’s Spring Golf Tournament will be held on  
Monday, June 15, so save the date for all you golfers. For additional information please call 301-223-8193 

or visit www.shepherdsspring.org.  
 

 

 
2015 Volunteer Needs at Shepherd’s Spring 

 

(Please see Nancy McCrickard if interested in volunteering.) 
 

March 14:  Host for day Retreat Group 
 

March 21:  Heifer Global Village spring opening—cleaning homes, moving in 

teaching materials 
 

April 10:  Room cleaning/laundry for Retreat Groups 
 

April 10-11:  Host for Lodge Retreat Group 
 

April 13-17:  Daily kitchen/food service assistance for Road Scholar program 
 

April 17:  Room cleaning/laundry for Retreat Group 
 

April 17-18:  Host for Lodge Retreat Group 
 

April 20-24:  Daily kitchen/food service assistance for Road Scholar program 
 

April 24:  Room cleaning/laundry for Retreat Group 
 

June 17-August 15:  Daily/weekly opportunities to help with Summer Camp program—counselor, food service,  

                                 special activities 
 

August 15:  Summer Festival 
 
 
 
 

Shepherd’s Spring 

Don’t put a question mark where God put a period. 
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Hold These in Your Prayers 

Church Family 
 

Homebound 
 

Extended Family 
 

We extend our deepest sympathy and prayers to the families of…. 
) 

Heartfelt thanks to  Pastor Glenn and Nancy McCrickard, Bill Achor, Jeanne Dussault, Marilyn Ebaugh, Pat Ecker, and 
Mark Woodworth for their assistance in preparing a meatloaf meal and showing the movie Frozen to our guests from the 
Second Chances Homeless Shelter.  Those who came really seemed to appreciate both the meal and the film and being 

invited to share some fellowship with us.          
 
Bridgewater College is deeply grateful to you and your congregation for your gift of $1,150.  Throughout the college’s  
history, the church has been a bedrock of support that has allowed us to foster student’s intellectual curiosity while holding 

true to our core values of integrity, service, and community.  Thank you again.                 ~Colby Horne 
 
Bill Hoff, Lynn, and I wish to thank the congregation for their comforting thoughts and prayers after the death of Myrtle Hoff.  
We would also like to convey special appreciation for the volunteers who prepared the luncheon, and to Pastor Glenn for 
leading us through the service and the beginning of our grieving process.  The love and comfort of Christian friends lifts our 

hearts and celebrate our memories in her honor.                                                       ~Cindy Dunbar 

Thank You 
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March 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1   1st Sunday 

  9:30am Worship 
10:30am Sunday 
                School 
11:30am - Carry-in 

Luncheon 

7:00pm Lenten 
Service. Edge-

wood CoB 

2 
 

 

3 
 
1:00pm XYZ 
Planning Meet-

ing 

4 
 

5pm  CAN  
6:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
6:45pm SOJ 
7:45pm Sr. Choir 

5  6:30pm 
Westminster 
            Ringers 
6:30pm  Kid’s 
Bell Practice @ 

St. Paul’s UCC   

7pm Bell Prac-
tice@ St. Paul’s 

6 
4:00pm Youth 

Lock-In 

7 
11am-1pm 

Organ Rehearsal 
 

12pm  Loaves & 

               Fishes 
  

6pm  Cold 

Weather Shelter   

8  

 
7:00pm Lenten 
Service @ 
Meadow Branch 

CoB 

9 
 
 

5-8:00pm  Fellow-
ship Hall Re-

served 
 
6:30pm 
Accelerando 
              Practice 

10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11 
 

 

5pm  CAN  
6:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
6:45pm SOJ 
7:45pm Sr. Choir 

12  6:30pm 
Westminster 
            Ringers 
6:30pm  Kid’s 
Bell Practice @ 

St. Paul’s UCC   

7pm Bell Prac-
tice @ St. 

Paul’s  

13 
 

 

14  
 

7am F.A.B.B. 
 
 

11am-1pm   
Organ Rehearsal 
 
 

12pm  Loaves & 

               Fishes 
 

 

15 
9:30am Koinonia 
 
3:00pm Craft 
Group Meets 
 
7:00pm Lenten 
Service @ Piney 
Creek CoB 

16  
 

6:30pm 
Accelerando 
              Practice 
 

 

17 St. Patrick’s Day 

 

 
12:30pm XYZ  
           Luncheon 
 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

 

7:00pm Leader-

ship Team Mtg 

18   
 

5pm  CAN  
6:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
6:45pm SOJ 
7:45pm Sr. Choir 

19  6:30pm 
Westminster 
            Ringers 
6:30pm  Kid’s 
Bell Practice @ 

St. Paul’s UCC   

7pm Bell Prac-

tice@ St. Paul’s  

20 
 

 
 

21 

11am-1pm  

Organ Rehearsal 
 

12pm  Loaves & 

               Fishes 
2-4pm Shep-
herd Springs 

Mtg at WCoB 
 

22 
 

4:30-7:00pm Chil-
dren’s Easter 

Party 
 

7:00pm Lenten 
Service @ Bush 
Creek CoB (No 

hymn sing) 
 

 

23 
   

3:00pm Publicity 

Team Meeting 
 
6:30pm 
Accelerando 
              Practice 
 
 

24 
 
8:30am XYZ to 

SERRV 
 

10:00am Ministe-

rium 
 

 

25  Last Day of C.A.N. 
 

5pm  CAN  
6:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
6:45pm SOJ 
7:45pm Sr. Choir 
 
 

26  6:30pm 
Westminster 
            Ringers 
6:30pm  Kid’s 
Bell Practice @ 

St. Paul’s UCC   

7pm Bell Prac-

tice@ St. Paul’s  

27 
 

 
 

 
 

28  
 

 

11am-1pm  

Organ Rehearsal 
 

12pm  Loaves & 

               Fishes 
 

 

29 30 31     

Worship Schedule 
    8:25am Contemporary Worship 

    9:30am Sunday School 

  10:45am Traditional Worship 
 

 Remains constant except on the first Sunday of  

each month or unless otherwise noted. 

CCPS Closed (Subject to change) 

Roundtable at Bridgewater 

  

CCPS Early 

Dismissal 



WESTMINSTER 

CHURCH OF THE  

BRETHREN 
 

1 Park Place  

Westminster, Maryland 

21157 

 

 

Phone: 410-848-8090 

Fax: 410-848-0735 

E-mail: 

office@westminsterbrethr

en.org 

Visit us on the web.  

www.westminsterbrethren.org 

March 29 

Theme: Give us eyes to see. 
Scripture:  Matthew 21:1-13 

8:25am Service 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard  
Worship Leader:  Liz Haff 
        10:45am Service 
Preacher:  Glenn McCrickard 
Worship Leader:  Lisa Groff 
Children’s Time: Liz Haff 
Special Music: Belle Grove Legato 

March 15 
Theme: Make us ready. 
Scripture:  Matthew 25:1-13 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard 

 

8:25am Service 
Worship Leader:   Norma Jean Swam 

 

10:45am Service 
Worship Leader:  Joyce Muller 
Preacher:  Glenn McCrickard 
Children’s Time: Liz Haff 
Music: Senior Choir 
 
 

March 22 

Theme: Make us willing participants of grace. 
Scripture:  Matthew 25:31-46 

8:25am Service 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard  
Worship Leader:  Don Rowe 
        10:45am Service 
Preacher:  Glenn McCrickard 
Worship Leader:  Dolly Snyder 
Children’s Time: Liz Haff 
Special Music: Belle Grove Legato 
 

March 1 
First Sunday 

9:30am   
Theme: A Day in our Life as a Youth Volunteer 
Scripture: Matthew 7:12 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard 
Worship Leader:  Youth 
Children’s Time: Liz Haff 
Music: Senior Choir & Streams of Joy 
          

 
 
 

March 8 
Theme: Weddings, Banquets & Blessings 
Scripture: Matthew 22:1-14 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard 

 

8:25am Service 
Worship Leader:  Diana Latané 
 

10:45am Service 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard 
Worship Leader:  Mark Woodworth 
Children’s Time: Liz Haff 
Music: Senior Choir 

 

March Worship 

We are a biblically grounded community committed to 

continuing the work of Jesus. 
Peacefully.  Simply.  Together.  

 By: 
~creatively worshipping God 

 with a unified Spirit; 
 

~expansively studying what it means  

to be Christian; 
 

~willingly reaching out to others in  

service, locally and globally; 
 

~intentionally supporting each other; and 
 

~honoring Christ’s call to be 

 peacemakers 


